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which the single attributes are said to exist in and for themselves. The 
author makes no attempt to remove the contradiction which he thus finds 
in the Spinozistic philosophy. He regards it as an essential feature in 
Spinoza's thought, and hence not to be explained away. He believes, 
however, that he renders superfluous a theory like that of K. Thomas 
(Spinoza ah Metaphysiker, 1840 ; Spinoza's Individualismus und Pantheis- 
mus, 1848), which attributes to Spinoza a deliberate falsification of his own 
views. Thomas held that the philosopher, in order to avoid danger and to 
make his system popularly acceptable, concealed his pluralistic pantheism 
under a monistic pantheism. Dr. Becher regards such an hypothesis as, 
on its face, highly improbable, because a monistic pantheism was liable 
to arouse as much hostility at that time as a pluralistic one. The fate of 
Giordano Bruno is witness of this fact. Moreover, he believes that he finds 
a satisfactory explanation of the existing contradiction in the origin and 
development of Spinoza's own views. H. W. Wright. 
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